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PROCKED UNDER OUR OWN POWER 


By Loma Knighten, President 
Louisiana Library Association 


Lloyd C. Douglas in his novel “Green 
Light” very beautifully describes life as a 
Long Parade. It is an upward course reached 
by taking one grade or plateau at the time. 
Some grades are very steep and hard to 
make. “It isn’t asked of us if we want to 
be members of this Long Parade during 
this brief hard climbing. We are members 
of it. And the only option extended to us, 
as individuals, is our privilege to determine 
whether we prefer to be dragged up—in 
which case we are an obstacle and a lia- 
bility—or to proceed under our own power.” 

We all realize that we are now on one of 
these steep grades and let us look at our- 
selves and our profession and so plan as to 
progress, and not to be obstacles. Let us 
consider how we can help now in wartime; 
to plan for our postwar opportunities; and to 
make our profession what it should be. 

In Mr. McColvin’s “Message from Britain” 
published in the A. L. A. Bulletin, July, 
1942, he states that the people of Britain 
are doing more serious reading. This, I 
think, is true of our own people even though 


their leisure time is less than in former 
years. In many cases the type of reading 


has changed to technical books and _ those 
dealing with both our allies and our foes. 
People seem to realize that knowledge is 
power, and they are making an effort to 
gain this power. Our job now and in the 
future is to help people become informed 
and to be powerful personalities. 

It should be the personal pride of each 
librarian to see that library service is ex- 
tended to all people of our state. You have 
been helping us to get this idea before our 
state legislators, but we should not stop now. 
Let us get up enough sentiment in our lo- 
cality that parish libraries will be requested 
in every parish of the state. If the govern- 
ment and the Rockefeller Foundation can see 
the help libraries can be to our southern 





neighbors, then surely we can prove to our 
own state how much can and should be 


done in Louisiana. 


Plans have been made by many for post- 
war buildings and public services. Have 
you asked that library buildings and services 
be included for your locality? It is our re- 
sponsibility to convince the public of the 
values of our profession. I am afraid we 
are inclined to hide our light under a bushel 
and not let our value shine forth. Now is 
the time to draw up all blue prints for our 
postwar opportunities—otherwise we again 
will allow others to substitute services which 
we could better offer. 


To help give some of these future services 
we should recruit new members for the 
profession. In this country and in others 
there will continue to be a demand for well 
prepared librarians. In many cases we have 
not had enough librarians, and those avail- 
able have not been properly prepared for 
some work, with the result that scholars in 
other fields have been given important posi- 
tions in our field. I would like to see added 
to our profession people who have unusual 
attainments that may enhance our services, 
and not just people who can smile and 
who “like to read.” Can’t we look for such 
people and direct them towards the library 
field? 

We librarians must look and think ahead 
as to our own picture of librarianship. With 
the return of service men and women and 
with a changed world, we will have to re- 
organize our aims and plans. We 
have to re-educate ourselves or we may be 
unprepared for a new age. 


will 


If these comments can stimulate you to 
consider your future and that of our pro- 
fession, I believe that we will proceed to the 
next plane in the Long Parade and give 
better library service than before. 
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LOUISTANA’S NEWEST LIBRARY 


By Sallie Farrell, Librarian 
Calcasieu Parish Library, Lake Charles 


To one who has just organized a parish 
library in wartime in a parish that boasts 
of an increase of thirty-five per cent in pop- 
ulation between 1930 and 1940, a library— 
the beginnings of one, at least—is haggling 
with carpenters, pleading with painters, be- 
seeching electricians, and entreating plumb- 
ers. It is getting bids, securing priorities, 
and having leases drawn up. And, only in 
between times, taking care of the usual, ex- 
pected public relations. That’s what the 
beginning of the Calcasieu Parish Library 
was made of! But with the arrival March 
20th of the initial shipment of 17,000 books 
there was tangible, exciting evidence that 
the library was really going to be. It was 
Robert Southey who said that winning a 
lottery prize was nothing to opening a box 
of books. And many boxes, bulging with 
these rarest prizes, have been opened by 
eager hands. 

On April 4th after a formal dedicatory 
program these thousands of books distri- 
buted strategically throughout the parish in 
branch libraries will be standing new and 
bright on shelves waiting to be the choice 
of over 73,000 potential patrons. This dem- 
onstration library, financed by the Louisiana 
Library Commission and the Calcasieu Parish 
Police Jury, is the largest yet established by 
the Commission. The Headquarters Library 
in Lake Charles is located in a converted 
grocery store. It is a coincidence that so 
many of Louisiana’s parish libraries have had 
their beginnings on grocery shelves. A sea 
change into something rich and strange! 

Eight branches will open successively im- 
mediately after the opening of the Head- 
quarters Branch. These branches located at 
Bell City, De Quincy, Hayes, Iowa, Starks, 
Sulphur, Vinton, and Westlake, although 
well scattered over the parish, represent only 
the beginning of the parish-wide service. 
The thickly populated suburban areas of 
Lake Charles, the housing projects, and the 
remote rural sections of the parish are yet 


to be served, pending suitable locaticns for 
branches and deposit stations. Bookmobile 
service is “out” for the duration which neces- 
sitates, obviously, many more branches and 
deposit stations. The Carnegie Library, mu- 
nicipally supported library in Lake Charles, 
will continue to be the distributing point 
for the city of Lake Charles. The parish 
library will supplement and strengthen the 
book collection of the city library. Already 
on its shelves is a large loan of books selected 
from the parish collection by the city li- 
brarian. 

Invaluable in the accomplishments to date 
was the effective promotional campaign last 
summer of the Louisiana Library Commis- 
sion field worker, the wholehearted coopera- 
tion of the Police Jury, and the active in- 
terest and participation of individuals and 
organizations throughout the parish. From 
the teen-age boy who advised the librarian 
to see a certain man because “he had confi- 
dence: in education” to the president of the 
Police Jury who recognized the role of the 
library in combatting juvenile delinquency, 
the desire to help and the recognition of the 
benefits to be derived from library service 
have been heartening. 

Calcasieu Parish presents a challenge to 
a newly born library. The opportunities for 
service are endless and innumerable. In 
1930 there were 41,963 persons in the par- 
ish; in 1944, the estimated population is 
73,485. 

Prior to the development of the channel 
and port facilities, Calcasieu Parish was 
largely an agricultural area producing large 
quantities of rice, cotton, and livestock. Re- 
cent developments have changed this situ- 
ation, and Lake Charles has become a cen- 
ter of agriculture, industry, and transporta- 
tion. It is the home of a number of large 
industries such as the Mathiesen Alkali 
Works, whose chemical plants manufacture 
caustic soda, soda ash, and synthetic salt cake. 
The Swift Packing Plant, completed in 1938, 
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was the first and only federal-inspected: pack- 
ing plant in the state. There are two rice 
mills located at Lake Charles having an an- 
nual production of 500,000 barrels of rice. 
The Continental Oil Company with exten- 
sive oil fields completed and put into oper- 
ation a refinery where aviation gas is man- 
ufactured. 

As a result of the war, five new plants 
have been constructed in Calcasieu Parish. 
The Cities Service Refining Corporation is 
a 70,000 barrel plant manufacturing high oc- 
tane gas. The Butadiene Plant, a Defense 
Plant Corporation project, manufactures 
high octane gas, and supplies one of the ba- 
sic materials for synthetic rubber. Firestone 
Tire and Rubber Company is operating a 
synthetic rubber plant. On the Mathiesen 
property containing 1,450 acres, in addition 
to the chemical plants mentioned above, there 
are two other industries—the Mathiesen 
Magnesium Plant and the Ammonia Plant. 
In 1942 the Lake Charles Army Air Base 
was completed and occupied. There are 
some 3,500 to 4,500 men stationed at the 
Base. 

The needs of these large industrial plants 
must be met, and with this in mind the book 


collection will be strong in technical books 
recommended for purchase by the technical 
superintendents of these plants. The de- 
mands of the military population must be 
supplied. The mass of trailer camps and 
recently constructed housing projects in the 
Lake Charles and Sulphur vicinity must be 


served. 


There are rural sections unchanged by 
this large, sudden, industrial growth. Two 
little French rice-growing communities par- 
ticularly come to mind. To go in one day 
from one of these French villages with its 
serenity and charm to Sulphur, nine miles 
from Lake Charles, with its streets crowded 
with changing shifts of industrial workers, 
is a study in contrasts. 


A farmer in the parish recently announced 
at a Farm Bureau meeting that he didn’t 
know much about it but something very im- 
portant was happening in Calcasieu Parish, 
and urged each of those present to go to the 
library and see for himself. He did know, 
and told the group, that the library had books 
on “farming and everything.” 


The farmer was right. Something very 
important is happening in Calcasieu Parish. 


e# ¢@ @ 


CONVENTION NOTES AND QUOTES 


By Dorothy Beckemeyer, Secretary 


“Postwar Planning for Libraries” was the 
theme of the 19th Annual Convention of the 
Louisiana Library Association. The officers 
of the Association had not planned a con- 
vention for this year, but it was found that 
throughout the State there was a demand 
either for one general meeting or for sev- 
eral regional meetings where professional 
matters might be considered. The Baton 
Rouge hotels agreed to provide accommoda- 
tions and hence it was arranged to hold a 
meeting there, with a streamlined one-day 
program. 

A Book Dinner on Thursday, April 20, 
formally opened the Convention. The prin- 
cipal speaker was John Churchill Chase, 





Cartoonist and Art Director for the New 
Orleans Item, who spoke on “Why Cartoons 
—Why Cartoonists?” Speaking informally 
and with humor, Mr. Chase pointed out 
many fascinating facets of political cartoon- 
ing and of the ways the meaning of a car- 
toon might be misconstrued. He exhibited 
examples of his own work, explaining the 
background or incentive for the cartoons. 
Major Charles R. Sanderson, Librarian of 
the Toronto Public Library, on being intro- 
duced to the gathering spoke briefly, urging 
closer ties and a sympathetic understanding 
between the United States and Canada. He 
suggested, for example, that some founda- 
tion be induced to subsidize an exchange of 
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“Punch” and the “New Yorker” between 
public libraries, that the two countries might 
better appreciate each other’s jokes and car- 
toons. 

Miss Sally Farrell, the retiring president, 
introduced the officers of the Association and 
other distinguished guests to the assembly. 

The first session Friday morning included 
a general business meeting with committee 
reports and a distinct emphasis on further- 
ance of legislation for State Aid to libraries. 

Miss Farrell then introduced Miss Althea 
Warren, President of the A. L. A., who was 
a guest of the Association. Miss Warren 
brought greetings from our national Associa- 
tion and spoke briefly of Federal Aid to li- 
braries, which she felt to be a distinct possi- 
bility in the future. 

Major Sanderson, the principal speaker of 
the morning session, was one of the most 
stimulating speakers ever to address a L. L. 
A. convention. He urged librarians to re- 
member that their primary function is with 
books and printed materials, and to discard 
the “gadgets” and “frills” with which so 
many institutions now surround themselves. 
England, Major Sanderson said, has already 
adapted its postwar plans for libraries on 
sound basic principles. The present British 
library act makes libraries permissive, but 
under postwar plans they would be compul- 
sory and would be provided adequate finan- 
cial assistance. 

Again, Major Sanderson felt that the li- 
brary’s chief function is the creation of a 
book consciousness in the community through 
the collecting of books and making them 
accessible. While at the present time many 
librarians in England are performing emer- 
gency tasks, especially after bombings, they 
recognize the fact that their chief job is 
with books. 

Major Sanderson wondered if American 
librarians don’t require a restatement of the 
purposes, ideals and functions of public li- 
braries—one which will incorporate the basic 
principle that their job is with “books” not 
“gadgets”. 

The College and Reference Libraries, 
Trustees and Public Libraries, and the School 


Libraries Sections held luncheon meetings. 
The afternoon session consisted of a forum 
on postwar problems. Participants included 
Captain T. F. Reece of LaGarde General 
Hospital, New Orleans; Mr. H. S. Bank- 
ston of the State Department for Vocational 
Rehabilitation; and Miss Mary C. Raymond, 
Executive Secretary of the Council of Social 
Agencies, New Orleans. Their talks de- 
scribed the problems from the viewpoints of 
the Army, the State Vocational Rehabilita- 
tion Department and the Social Worker, and 
indicated many common problems and their 
possible solution through joint effort. 

Mr. R. J. Usher summarized their talks 
and proposed that the Association go on rec- 
ord as favoring the following seven points: 

The Louisiana Library Association in con- 
vention assembled would go on record with 
reference to the library’s part in plans for 
demobilization and readjustment after the 
war as favoring: 


1. Assistance to men and women leaving 
the armed forces in seeking to help them 
through the printed word to employment or 
to take advantage of educational opportuni- 
ties likely to be of permanent benefit to them. 

2. That such assistance should be extended 
especially to the younger men and women, 
many of them unskilled and whose educa- 
tional careers were interrupted, and that this 
help should be available immediately after 
hostilities cease, when there is likely to be a 
waiting period while industries are being re- 
organized. 

3. The helpful services of the library, again 
through material in print, in the solution 
of problems of morale and homebuilding. 

4. The extension of the work of public 
libraries, as far as possible, to meet the needs 
of those distant from library centers. 

5. The fullest possible use of libraries as 
agencies for the extension of a knowledge of 
books and the promotion of reading habits. 

6. Additions of practical material to be 
added to present library holdings calculated 
to be useful to communities concerned in 
solving problems of demobilization and re- 
adjustment. 

7. The reallocation of books to be dis- 
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pensed from abandoned military centers in 
agencies within the states in which these 
centers are located, in the belief that these 
agencies will use the books to best advantage 
in carrying out the suggestions outlined. 
The session closed after the unanimous 
acceptance of Mr. Usher’s recommendations. 
The final session on Friday night was a 
group discussion of what the American Li- 
brary Association can contribute to local 
groups and to individuals, led by Althea 
Warren with Ella V. Aldrich presiding. 





1944 CONVENTION 


The Louisiana Library Association held 
its 19th annual business meeting at the Hei- 
delberg Hotel in Baton Rouge on Friday, 
April 21, 1944 with Miss Sallie Farrell, Pres- 
ident, presiding. 

After the meeting was called to order, Miss 
Farrell presented Miss Althea Warren, Pres- 
ident of A. L. A., to the gathering. 

The minutes of the 1943 business meeting 
were dispensed with. The President then 
called for the reports of the various com- 
mittees as follows: 

(1) Membership, Elizabeth Cammack, 
chairman. Postal cards were sent to 674 
prospective members, 172 of these being li- 
brary trustees and 502 librarians. On April 
21, there were 225 paid memberships. 

(2) Adult Education, Debora Abramson, 
chairman. The survey and directory of adult 
education activities was not carried forward. 
Too many changes in the personnel of li- 
braries and agencies of interest occurred to 
justify the time and expense involved. Mem- 
bers of the committee cooperated with exist- 
ing agencies and encouraged various adult 
education activities. A recommendation was 
made to subscribe to Inter-Council News- 
letter, and to arrange for a special page in 
the L.L.A. Bulletin or to be given funds to 
circularize librarians, inviting suggestions and 
ideas and accounts of projects. The com- 
mittee also recommended that a meeting be 
called of the now inactive Louisiana Council 
on Adult Education to discuss the present 
situation and plans for the future. 


Lt. (j. g.)John Hall Jacobs proposed a vote 


of appreciation be accorded Miss Abramson 
for her untiring efforts on this committee. 

(3) Salary, Staff and Tenure, Margaret 
Herdman, chairman. A tabulation of Lou- 
isiana salaries and vacations with compari- 
sons to A. L. A. was made. 

(4) Nominations, Mildred Harrington, 
chairman. The following nominees were 
submitted to serve as officers for the year 


1944-45: 


President—Loma Knighten 

Ist Vice-President—Sue Hefley 

2nd Vice-President—Shirley Knowles Ste- 

phenson 

Secretary—Sarah I. Jones 

Treasurer—Olive Gehring 

It was moved and seconded that the re- 
port be accepted and the Secretary cast the 
vote for the Association. The new officers 
were then introduced to the assembly by 
Miss Farrell. 

(5) Auditing, Hilda Fuller, chairman. 
The committee found the treasurer’s ac- 
count correct in every detail. 

(6) Cooperation with L. T. A., Georgette 
Richard, chairman. The committee recom- 
mended three members of the School Libra- 
ries Section of L. T. A. act with L. L. A. 
committee to formulate projects. It also 
suggested that a series of articles be prepared 
for educational journals pertinent to the in- 
terests of the group and that an examina- 
tion be made of the Tressler units in teach- 
ing the use of books and libraries with a view 
to adaptability to individual schools. 

(7) Program, George King Logan, chair- 
man. Working on the principle that a pro- 
gram including both librarians and people 
from outside the profession assures a provoc- 
ative conference, this committee attempted 
to bring together leaders from our profes- 
sion and other related groups. The aim was 
to indicate the scope of postwar problems 
which affect the entire profession, rather than 
to provide for discussion of special problems 
of special groups. 

(8) State ‘Planning, Essae M. Culver, 
chairman. No formal report. 

(9) Hospitality, Margaret Reed, chairman. 
The efforts of committee to arrange for 
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luncheons, floral decorations and, in general, 
to provide for the welfare of the convention 
were described. 

(10) Professional and Commercial Exhib- 
its, Alice Hebert, chairman. Nine commer- 
cial and two professional exhibitors were re- 
ported with a total collection of $156.00 for 
display space. 

(11) Resolutions, Shirley Taylor, chair- 
man. Resolutions were presented for Miss 
Taylor by E. J. Scheerer. 

(12) Liason officer between L. L. A. and 
Citizens’ Library Movement, Elizabeth John- 
son, chairman. No report. 

(13) Publicity, Margaret Dixon, chairman. 
The report indicated that membership was 
circularized with two announcements (a) 
preliminary one giving time and place of 
meeting, plus details regarding hotel reser- 
vations, etc., (b) one giving program infor- 
mation. Stories were sent local papers and 
on AP wire for all Louisiana dailies. 

(14) Legislation, Alice Daspit Greenberg, 
chairman. Chairman was not present. This 
committee’s duties involve close cooperation 
with State Aid committee whose main tasks 
lie before them. 

(15) Registration and Ticket Sales, Mary 
Rice, chairman. The committee reported 
134 tickets sold for the Book Dinner and 
a total of 150 registrants before the morn- 
ing meeting. No corrected report was sub- 
mitted. 

(16) L.L.A. Manual Committee, Mildred 
Hogan, chairman. A code for officers and 
committees was drafted by the committee to 
be included in a formal L.L.A. manual. 

(17) State Aid, Bess Vaughan, chairman. 
No written report submitted. The candi- 
dates on all tickets for the recent guberna- 
torial election had been contacted. Gover- 
nor-elect Davis replied favorably on the ques- 
tion of special funds being set up as aids 
to libraries. Various women’s organizations 
such as the P.T.A. and the State Federation 
of Women’s Clubs, and a labor union 
promised assistance on promoting the bill. 


Miss Vaughan reminded the Association 
that a state-aid-to-libraries bill had passed 
both houses at the last session of the legis- 


lature but had been vetoed by the Governor. 
The conditions at this period are more fa- 
vorable, according to the Chairman. 


Miss Herdman moved and Mr. Usher sec- 
onded the motion that the Association 
heartily endorse the program and attempt 
to push such legislation. Copies of the pro- 
posed “Equalizing funds for existing libra- 
ries” were distributed. 


(18) Modisette Award Committee, Essae 
M. Culver, chairman. No written report was 
presented. Miss Culver suggested an award 
whose intent would be to encourage the im- 
provement of library conditions in general. 
Two motions framed by Mr. J. H. Jacobs 
were the outcome of the discussion: (1) 
That the Association go on record as favor- 
ing a self-perpetuating committee for the 
Modisette Memorial Award, and such com- 
mittee be empowered to grant this award 
biennially to the institution which would 
most nearly attain the standards set up by 
the Association. (2) That the Modisette Me- 
morial Award committee be empowered to 
formulate standards for all types of libra- 
ries, these standards to be submitted to the 
Association at the next convention, and that 
the committee be guaranteed adequate funds 
for the award and for carrying on its work. 


The Treasurer, Miss Metella Williams, re- 
ported a balance of $613.11 in the treasury. 
She announced that Series E war bonds in 
the amount of $518.00 had been purchased 
in accordance with the instructions from the 
Executive Board. 


Mr. Robert J. Usher made a report on the 
status of The Bulletin. During the year 
$175.00 was received from the Association, 
$165.00 ‘from advertisements and $5.00 for 
three subscriptions. At present there is a 
balance of $44.63. Mr. Usher stated that a 
forthcoming issue would contain a roster of 
Louisiana librarians. This is planned to be 
an annual feature. Mr. Usher closed his 
report with the remark that he had served 
as editor for seven years and would be agree- 
able to the appointment of a successor. 


Miss Culver said a vote of thanks and ap- 
preciation is due Mr. Usher for his success- 





ful 
the 


in 


be 
th 
sO 
ti 

















LovuISIANA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 





ful editing of The Bulletin and expressed 
the wish of the Association that he continue 
in that capacity. 

Miss Farrell stated that W. D. Postell had 
been nominated by the Executive Board for 
the position of A.L.A. councilor for the As- 
sociation. As there were no other nomina- 
tions from the floor, Mr. Logan moved that 
Mr. Postell be considered as elected unani- 


mously. The motion carried. 

The petitions of the School, Public and 
Regional, and Trustee groups for recogni- 
tions as formally organized sections were 
presented to and accepted by the Associa- 
tion. 

Respectfully submitted, 
DorotHy BECKEMEYER, 
Secretary. 
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LOUISIANA LIBRARY COMMISSION 


Now in operation is the Louisiana Library 
Commission’s mewest demonstration, the 
Calcasieu Parish Library which will serve 
some 90,000 residents of Calcasieu Parish. 
The project is one of the largest demonstra- 
tions ever conducted by the commission and 
it will be directed by Miss Sallie Farrell as 
librarian. The commission will direct the 
demonstration for a year after which local 
interests will assume the support of the li- 
brary. There are numerous defense indus- 
tries in the area to be served by the new 
library and special attention was given in 
the selection of books to meet the needs of 
defense workers. Some 18,000 books, ready 
for distribution, were shipped from the ex- 
tension department of the Library Commis- 
sion to the headquarters library in Lake 
Charles and to the branches in various sec- 
tions of the parish. 


A series of conferences of parish library 
employes and trustees have been conducted 
over the state with members of the Louisiana 
Library Commission staff in attendance. The 
sessions devoted to a discussion of library 
problems with emphasis on post war plan- 
ning were held in Caddo, Natchitoches, 
Winn, Rapides, DeSoto and Webster par- 
ishes. Miss Essae M. Culver, executive sec- 
retary, Miss Sara I. Jones, field worker and 
Miss Mary Harris, head of the Commission’s 
extension division, attended the conferences. 


Libraries over the state may obtain for ex- 
hibit purposes pictures from the collection of 
the Louisiana Att Commission by writing 
the Louisiana Library Commission in Baton 





Rouge, it is announced by Miss Essae M. 
Culver. The collection includes numerous 
prints and librarians interested are invited 
to send requests, giving details as to what 
space is available for showing the pictures. 


The Louisiana Library Commission an- 
swered 31,830 requests for information on a 
wide variety of subjects during 1943, a check 
showed. The war and kindred topics were 
the subject of many of the questions asked 
and an increase was noted in the number 
of requests for information of a technical 
nature. Many of these came from workers 
in defense industries. 


Numerous changes in the staff of the 
Louisiana Library Commission have been 
announced by Miss Essae M. Culver, execu- 
tive secretary. Miss Sidney Simmons has 
gone to Caddo to direct the parish exten- 
sion service in the Shreve Memorial Li- 
brary there. She succeeds Margaret Fran- 
ces Wiseman, new librarian in Winn par- 
ish. Miss Ruby Tanner has gone to Cal- 
casieu to aid Miss Sallie Farrell in the new 
demonstration library there. Miss Farrell’s 
post as librarian of the Rapides Parish Li- 
brary is being filled by Miss Kathryn Adams. 
Mrs. Reba Sponcler has been appointed li- 
brarian of the Richland Parish Library. 


Friends in Louisiana of Miss Ruth Fer- 
guson, formerly reference librarian for the 
Louisiana Library Commission, will regret 
to learn of her serious illness. Miss Fergu- 
son, who is reader’s advisor at the Brooklyn, 
N. Y., Public Library, is now convalescing. 
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SCHOOL LIBRARIES SECTION 


The School Library Section was formally 
recognized as a section of the Louisiana Li- 
brary Association at the first general session 
held Friday, April 21. School librarians may 
now specify that an allottment from their 
annual dues be made their special division. 





The annual meeting of the School Library 
Section of the Louisiana Library Association 
was held on Friday, April 21, in the Heidel- 
berg Hotel. Approximately twenty librarians 
were at the luncheon and an additional num- 
ber were present for the program. Georgette 
Richard, President of the Section, presided. 

The guest speaker was Mrs. Roberta 
Green, teacher of English in the upper divi- 
sion of the Metairie Park Country Day 
School, New Orleans, and Director of the 
English Workshop, Tulane University. Her 
very stimulating talk was on “The Role of 
the Librarian in the Reading Guidance Pro- 
gram”. 

Officers elected during the business session 
were as follows: President, Evelyn Peters, 
Librarian, Orleans Parish School Board Pro 
fessional Library, New Orleans; Vice-Presi- 
dent, Mildred Mobley, Librarian, Byrd High 
School, Shreveport; Secretary-Treasurer, El- 
mira Montgomery, Librarian, Kaplan High 
School, Kaplan. In addition to these offi- 
cers, Sue Hefley, State Supervisor of School 
Libraries, and Georgette Richard, Librarian, 
Donaldsonville High School, will serve on 
the Executive Council. 





SCHOOL LIBRARY FORUM 

Beginning with this issue of The Bulle- 
tin the School Library Section plans to pre- 
sent discussions on topics of current concern 
to school librarians. All interested are here- 
by invited to contribute articles, submit prob- 
lems to be discussed and to suggest persons 
qualified to write on the subjects proposed. 
Comment on the printed articles is especially 
desired. Send all forum materials to the 
secretary, Miss Elmira Montgomery, Kaplan, 
Louisiana. 


POSTWAR PLANNING FOR THE 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
LIBRARY 
By Elmira Montgomery 
In December, 1942, the State Board of 
Education adopted standards for elementary 
school libraries. However, the shortage of 
teachers caused by the war situation made 
it necessary for superintendents to disregard 
existing standards for teachers, and many 
hesitated to undertake the establishment of 
elementary school libraries. When and how 
should promoters of elementary libraries re- 
sume their efforts? With all types of post- 
war planning going forward those interested 
must act now, or see the elementary library 
program forgotten or inadequately handled 

in the future. 
Wherever possible, part-time high school 


‘librarians should be relieved of their teach- 


ing duties and allowed time to administer 
elementary library collections. Appointment 
of a full-time elementary librarian should not 
wait upon the equipment of a room to hold 
the entire book collection. The librarian is 
valuable as a liason officer between class- 
room and library, circulating books to all 
grades and making herself available for regu- 
lar and especially arranged visits to classes. 

As the advantages of the visiting librarian 
are not well-known, perhaps some explana- 
tion is required. The visiting librarian must 
have a workroom to prepare books for cir- 
culation. The more shelving space avail- 
able, the better. Reference books are kept 
in each classroom at all times. 

The modern classroom is a workshop with 
books the chief tools. Materials on the unit 
being studied should be in the classroom for 
immediate use. To have a central reading 
room large enough to accommodate all pu- 


pils in a school working on units or special . 


The li- 


assignments is usually impossible. 


brarian may lend assistance in the planning 
of a unit, and when the requested collec- 
tion goes to the classroom she may teach 
the use of any unfamiliar book. 
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Recreational collections rotate from room 
to room. The librarian may promote read- 
ing through clubs. Pupils of the sixth grade 
Kaplan School Five-point Reading Club— 
books in five fields—retained their broad 
reading interests even in high school. That 
same year a fifth grade class with a history 
reading class scored highest in the standard 
social studies test given the entire school. 

A file should be compiled of persons avail- 
able for elementary school library positions 
now or as soon as they can be relieved of 
other duties. Such a list should include the 
names of teacher-librarians recommended as 
full-time librarians, persons now working in 
public libraries, and librarians presently serv- 
ing with armed forces. Some means of keep- 
ing the list up-to-date should be provided. 


Materials Available. Are you receiving 
monthly lists of radio programs suitable for 
use in instruction? Have you received 
Bulletin 2145 (Teaching Films for Use in 
Louisiana Schools)? If not, request from the 
Supervisor of School Libraries, Department 
of Education, Baton Rouge, 4. 

Welcomed to library shelves are Alden L. 
Powell’s “Government in Louisiana” and 
John B. Robson’s “Louisiana’s Natural Re- 
sources”. They are available as textbooks 
through the regular channels or may be pur- 
chased as single copies from J. M. Boyet, 
Division of Administration and Finance, De- 
partment of Education, Baton Rouge, 4. 
(“Government in Louisiana,’ 13'%4c per 
copy, “Louisiana’s Natural Resources,” 75c 


per copy.) 


Helen Maestri, Librarian, Nicholls High 
School, New Orleans, is teaching three 
courses in Library Science in the summer ses- 
sion of Loyola University. Frances Flan- 
ders, Librarian, Neville High School is teach- 
ing at Louisiana Normal, Thesta Ann Walk- 
er at Louisiana Polytechnic Institute, Shirley 
K. Stephenson at Louisiana State University, 
Olive Gehring at Southwestern Louisiana 
Institute, Camille Shade at Southern Uni- 
versity, and Sisters Guadaloupe, Marie 
Christine, Hubert, and Redempta at Xavier 
University. 


Summer Workshops for Teachers. Nine 
parishes are holding work conferences for 
their teachers this summer. It is gratifying 
to those whose “business is books” to see 
how significant a part materials play in 
these projects. Two types of materials are 
particularly in demand in these workshops— 
books, bulletins, periodicals, and pamphlets 
for the use of teachers in the solution of 
problems arising during the summer, and 
books for children and young people to be 
evaluated by teachers for possible use in in- 
struction and in the development of individu- 
al interests. 

Named as Directors of Materials for the 
various workshops are: Mary Lee Phillips, 
Librarian, Marion High School and Mrs. 
Beatrice Cammack, Librarian, Farmerville 
High School, who will direct the service in 
Union Parish; Hilda Fuller, Teachers Col- 
lege, Louisiana State University, who will 
work with East Baton Rouge Parish; Geor- 
gette Richard, Librarian, Donaldsonville 
High School, who will serve Ascension Par- 
ish in that capacity for the second time; and 
Maggie Haws, who will work with More- 
house Parish. 


Georgette Richard, as Library Consultant 
for Ascension Parish, has worked with teach- 
ers on materials to be used in instruction 
with special emphasis on “co-ordinating rural 
life improvement with academic fields where 
possible and feasible”. In the parish work- 
shops this summer, Miss Richard is super- 
vising the writing of two readers to develop 
reading readiness on the primary level, text- 
books in child care and nursing for the 
fourth and fifth grades, and textbooks in 
the government of Ascension Parish for the 
sixth and seventh grades. During the school 
year these texts will be tried out, modified 
or expanded as experience dictates, and after 
final revision published. The General Edu- 
cation Board is sponsoring this program. 


Three school librarians have joined the 
staff of the New Orleans Public Library 
for the summer months. They are: Frances 
Moak of Hammond, and Evelyn Cormier 
and Evelyn Peters of New Orleans. 
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Lily Mouton, Librarian, Lafayette High 
School, spent two weeks at the Girl Scout 
Camp in Thornburg, Arkansas. From June 
16 to July 31 she will be Day Camp Direc- 
tor for Lafayette, and then will go for a 
month’s vacation to Denver. 


Varonne Darnell, Librarian, DeRidder 
High School, is working for the summer at 


the nearby army air base library. 


Mary Elizabeth Hicks has resigned as Li- 
brarian of the Mangham High School and 
has taken a position with the library of a 
government hospital in Pennsylvania. 


As Senior Clerk of the Standard Oil of 
California, New Orleans, Verlyn Cutrer, for- 
mer school librarian, is custodian of ref- 
erence and geological books, government doc- 
uments, trade magazines and subject files 
thus utilizing all of her library skills. 


* ¢ ¢ 


COLLEGE AND REFERENCE LIBRARIES 


Louisiana Polytechnic Institute 


With the addition of Miss Frances J. Flick 
to the staff, work on the organization of an 
Engineering library is getting under way. 
Miss Flack received her bachelor’s degree in 
forestry from Iowa State University and her 
library degree from Syracuse University. 


No longer do Tech students have to peer 
through the gloom of artificial lighting 
whose intensity varied from a maximum of 
seventeen foot candles to a minimum of one. 
This deplorable situation was remedied by 
the installation of fluorescent lighting. 


At present, work is being done to enlarge 
the basement, which will provide an addi- 
tional reading room, a storage room, and a 
government documents room. 





Centenary College 


Centenary Library, since last March, has 
assisted in the pre-aviation training of several 
hundred cadets, stationed on our campus. 
Two libraries were made available to the 
men, each seating about ninety at one time. 
One was arranged to serve as a semi-recrea- 
tion room and remains open at all times. 


Our staff was increased by two additional . 


assistants to help with the program. The 
men have used the libraries as much as their 
quite limited time permits. 

The library has been the recipient of a 
gift of books from the personal library of 
the late Dr. Pierce Cline, president of the 
school for many years. 


This little incident concerns a Corporal 
Jerome Heller of Brooklyn, N. Y., now sta- 
tioned at Barksdale Field, Louisiana. Re- 
turning from action in the South Pacific, he 
visited his family on furlough. When time 
to return to a base on the West Coast, he 
went to La Guardia Field to take passage 
on a plane. He was told that only officers 
and men having served overseas could claim 
a priority. Corp. Heller, who never wears 
his numerous ribbons, started to look 
through his pockets, but the only proof of 
his overseas service he could find was his 
library card from the Honolulu Public Li- 
brary. This small item, however, was enough 
to secure him passage without other proof. 





Hill Memorial Library, Louisiana State 

University 

Rosilia Callaghan has returned to her po- 
sition in the Journalism Library. For the 
past two years she was editor and publisher 
of the Woodville Republican, in Woodville, 
Mississippi. George Rose Ferguson, who re- 
placed Miss Callaghan while she was on 
leave, is now in charge of the Geology Li- 
brary. 

Peggy Harper has resigned from the staff 
of the Cataloging Department to become 
cataloger of the Law School Library. 

Other changes in the staff personnel are: 
Mrs. Katherine P. Hood, who is Commerce 
Librarian, and Dorothy Hathcox, who has 
replaced Olive Stuart in the Public Welfare 
Library. 
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At the February 12 meeting of the Board 
of Supervisors, authorization was made for 
expending $200,000.00 for library purchases, 
$127,000.00 of which was allocated to the 
Hill Memorial Library proper. The library 
will thus be enabled to build up its collec- 
tion of sets of journals and other research 
materials. The work of selecting and pur- 
chasing these materials is well under way. 


Two additional staff members, Mrs. Jeanette 
Williamson and Mrs. Jane P. Middleton, 
have been added to the Order Department 
of the Library to facilitate this work. 

Ella V. Aldrich has been appointed on the 
A. L. A. Committee on Relations with Lo- 
cal Groups. The purpose of the committee 
is to provide some sort of substitute in 1944 
for the annual meeting. 


oo ¢ @ 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


The appropriation of the New Orleans 
Public Library for 1944 has been increased 
by $14,500, bringing the total figure up to 
$101,167.00. This is the largest appropria- 
tion ever received by the library in any one 
year. 

A new charging device, the “Recordak”, 
is now in use at the Main Building, New 


Orleans Public Library. Operated by elec- 
tricity and based on the principle of photo- 
graphing each transaction, the machine has 
provided an effective method of combining 
accuracy with speed. Its use has greatly 
lightened the work of assistants checking in 
and out books, and it eliminates consider- 
able paper work and checking. 


o¢°¢ 


SERVICE TO THE “SERVICES” 


Newest and fastest growing libraries in 
Louisiana are those provided for the armed 
services. The tremendous concentration of 
military personnel in Louisiana has provided 
unusual opportunities for librarians here to 
make a unique and important contribution 
to the war effort. The Bulletin salutes 
those of our profession who are engaged in 
this good work, and extends a particular 
word of welcome to the librarians from else- 
where who have come to Louisiana to help 
us do the best possible job. 

This issue of The Bulletin includes re- 
ports of activities from several of the service 
libraries in and around New Orleans. It 
is to be hoped that subsequent issues will 
include similar news items from libraries 
throughout the state. 

Unirep States Navat Hospirat, 
Lake PoNTCHARTRAIN 

The United States Naval Hospital, Lake 
Pontchartrain, now has a library of approxi- 
mately 3500 volumes. Opened in November, 
1943, with the assistance of the Grey Ladies, 
American Red Cross, the Library is now in 





charge of Miss Helen Yast, formerly on the 
staff of the U. S. Public Health Service Li- 
brary of Montana. Miss Yast writes about 
her work as follows: 

Sick sailors want to read—and they know 
what they want to read. It is the purpose 
of the library of the U. S. Naval Hospital on 
the lakefront in New Orleans to see that 
their wants are filled. 

From the attractive wooden shelves they 
borrow anything from “Basic Radio” or 
“Life of the Ant” to the ever popular Zane 
Grey and Erle Stanley Gardner. 

Ambulatory patients spend pleasant hours 
in the sunny panelled reading room, review- 
ing their travels by means of the well-worn 
atlas, or reading current magazines. To 
bed patients, regular visits of the book truck 
bring the latest in fiction and non-fiction. 

As morale builder and “keeper-upper”, the 
library ranks high! 

Atorers Navat Station Lrprary 

In May, the Algiers Naval Station Library 
moved into new and larger quarters. Miss 
Patricia Motte, Librarian, has this to say about 
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her work there: 

“Just walk down to the back of the room 
and look down those aisles between the 
shelves. The deck is packed with boys who 
can’t find room at the tables.” This is an 
ordinary but rainy day in the library. Ever 
since the library has moved into its larger 
quarters with twice as much space as it 
boasted in its former crowded compartment 
—in the building with the gymnasium and 
the pool hall—there are many times when 
even this space is not sufficient. Although 
the library is located in a far corner of the 
base, and the men are generally kept too 
busy with classes and work to have much 
time for reading, this facility draws its 
share of business and use. 

The new location has also meant an in- 
crease in the number of borrowers, and as 
the library is now in the same building 
with the Training School, there have been 
many more requests for technical and non- 
academic material. The collection of approxi- 
mately 6500 books has monthly additions 
sent from Norfolk by the Bureau of Naval 
Personnel and there is also a most generous 
allotment for our own purchases which en- 
ables the library to meet most of its de- 
mands. 

Of course, daily, streams of boys shipping 
out come in wide-eyed and hesitant to have 
their clearance cards signed. Some of these 
men have heretofore been unaware of the 
library, but others have made use of it daily. 
A box of books—paper bound and pocket 
size, but unabridged—Armed Service Edi- 
tions—follows each crew from the library to 
become the ship’s library. 


Camp Praucue Liprary 

In December the name of the camp com- 
monly known as Camp Harahan ° was 
changed to Camp Plauche. In April the 
branch for colored troops was moved from 
a small: corner of Service Club 2 to a sepa- 
rate building attractively decorated in red, 
white and blue. The branch librarian is 
Mrs. Evelyn Carroll and her assistant is 
Miss Josie Lee Childress. Although small, 
the branch is giving a service that was much 
in demand and that is expected to grow 
rapidly in the next few months. 

A new type of borrower came to the main 
library with the advent of a company of 
WAC’s, many of whom are avid readers. 
Miss Rosemary Drown, formerly of the Ursu- 
line College Library, was added as a clerical 
assistant. 

LaGarpe GENERAL Hospitat Liprary 

The LaGarde General Hospital now has 
two libraries—one, the reference and recrea- 
tional books for patients and personnel, and 
the other, the professional collection serving 
the medical staff. A great impetus has been 
given the use of the latter library through 
the co-operation of Tulane, Louisiana State 
University, Surgeon General and American 
Medical Association Libraries with regard to 
inter-library loans. Mrs. Harold Zeringer is 
in charge of the medical library. 

New additions to the staff of the post 
library are: Mrs. R. C. Lawes, formerly of 
New Orleans Public and Birmingham Pub- 
lic Libraries; Miss Joan Aiken; two WAC’s, 
Pvt. Hannah Kennedy of Virginia, and Pvt. 
Lena Miller, formerly of the Public Library, 
Socorro, New Mexico. 


¢* ¢ @ 


NEGRO LIBRARIES 


NEW ORLEANS CHILDREN’S 
HOSPITAL LIBRARY 


The local chapters of Zeta Phi Beta Sorori- 
ty sponsored their annual book shower for 


the class of convalescent children at Charity 
Hospital during Book Week this year. The 


classroom was beautifully decorated with 


flowers, posters and a frieze which illustrated 
the history of Book Week. In keeping with 
the theme, “Build the Future with Books” 
the books presented were arranged in groups 
illustrating the part they would play in build- 
ing a better future. During the week, spe- 
cial story hours were provided by students 
of a Library Science class from Xavier. 
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XAVIER UNIVERSITY 
The Xavier Department of Music recently 
sponsored a very interesting exhibit of Litur- 
gical Music and Art in the exhibit salon of 


the library. Students availed themselves of : 


the opportunity to examine Latin and Eng- 
lish hymnals as well as those of Gregorian 
and plain chant. The liturgical art unit 
consisted of a series of posters featuring litur- 
gical designs and symbols, the work of stu- 
dents in Art Education classes. 


The Library for the Junior School of Mu- 
sic has recently replaced the original home- 
made shelving, built of fruit crates, by ten 
standard sections of uniform shelves. The 
library now consists of more than fourteen 
hundred books, also bound musical journals 
and scores, besides a collection of Victor rec- 
ords. This Junior School provides a center 
for the training of music teachers of the Mu- 
sic Department and young people below col- 
lege level. 


Francis Sheed and Maisie Ward Sheed, of 
the Sheed and Ward Publishing Company 
of London and New York, were recently 
welcomed as guests of the University and 
visited the library. Mr. Sheed addressed the 
student body on the topic, “Religion on the 
Street Corners”. He is one of the founders 
of the Evidence Guilds of England. On 
March 8, Miss Maisie Ward, (Mrs. Francis 
J. Sheed) returned to present a review of 
her most recent book, the season’s outstand- 
ing biography, “Gilbert Keith Chesterton”. 





— 


OUR EDITOR 


The many friends of our editor, Mr. Rob- 
ert J. Usher, will be sorry to hear that he 
has been seriously ill with pneumonia. As 
The Bulletin goes to press, he is reported 
as being much better, and we know that 
we speak in the name of all L.L.A. members 
when we wish him a speedy recovery. Be- 
cause of his absence, we were requested to 
organize the material for this issue of The 
Bulletin. Our thanks go to the many li- 
brarians who rallied to our assistance. 

Eve_tyn PErers, 
GeorcE Kinc Locan. 


NEW ORLEANS LIBRARY CLUB 





The final meeting of the New Orleans Li- 
brary Club was held at Corinne Dunbar’s 
Tea Room on May 17. Dr. Lionel Durel, 
of Newcomb College, was dinner speaker, 
giving an entertaining talk on “Creole Litera- 
ture”. Officers of the club for the coming 
season are: William D. Postell, Louisiana 
State University, President; Marion Jaques, 
Loyola University, Vice-President; Claire 
Oriol, Kohn High School, Treasurer; and 
Margaret Ruckert, New Orleans Public Li- 
brary, Secretary. 

At the preceding meeting, club members 
were treated to a “double header”. Mrs. 
Stuart Landry, well-known reviewer, pre- 
sented “Good Night, Sweet Prince”, and 
Agnes Smedley, the authoress, talked infor- 
mally about her experiences with the Chinese 
Army. 
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LATE NEWS NOTES 





Dr. A. F. Kuhlman, Director of the Joint 
University Libraries in Nashville, talked at 
a recent meeting of librarians in New Or- 
leans on the subject of developing university 
centers in the South. A meeting of librarians 
from Durham, Atlanta, New Orleans, and 
Nashville will meet in the latter city in 
July to continue the discussion and formu- 
late plans for further activity, and represen- 
tatives from Tulane, Loyola, the New Or- 
leans Public, and Louisiana State University 
Libraries will be present. The primary con- 
cern of the group will be to stimulate the 
development of union catalogues in key cen- 
ters of the South and to plan for the logical 
acquisition and development of research ma- 
terials by southern libraries. 





During the late spring and early summer, 
many Louisiana librarians have been con- 
cerned with legislative matters. Miss Bess 
Vaughan and her hard-working committee 
have accomplished miracles in interpreting 
the Bill sponsored by L. L. A. to provide a 
state equalization fund for parish libraries. 
Known as House Bill 68, and introduced 
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into the legislature by Mr. Turner -B. Mor- 
gan of Caddo Parish, the Bill was passed by 
the House and the Senate with only a hand- 
ful of opposition votes. When last reported, 
the Bill was awaiting the Governor’s signa- 
ture. 

A recent letter from Miss Essae M. Culver 
carries the good news that the appropriation 
requested for the Louisiana Library Commis- 
sion—$300,000 for the biennium—was passed 
by both houses of the legislature. 








Charles F. Heartman 


The Book Farm, 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 


AMERICANA PRINTED AND IN 
MANUSCRIPT 


Duplicates bought and exchanged. 
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Wholesale Distributors of 


BOOKS, MAGAZINES 
AND STATIONERY 


Liberal Discounts to Libraries 


Prompt and Individual Handling 
of All Orders 


THE NEW ORLEANS 
NEWS COMPANY 
214 Decatur Street 


New Orleans 16 Louisiana 





FOR A SINGLE SOURCE OF SUPPLIES 
WHERE QUALITY COSTS NO MORE 


Cards 
Guides 
Supplies 
Book Trucks 
Museum Cases. 
Catalog Cabinets 
Vertical Filing Cases 
Kardex Visible Records 
Insulated Filing Cabinets 
Library Supplies and Equipment 


Library Bureau 


pivision oF Remington Rand Inc. 
NEW ORLEANS 
BATON ROUGE . SHREVEPORT 
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The Dallas branch of The Mac- 
millan Company serves most of the 
libraries in Louisiana and hopes to 
serve all of them. 





Please order your Macmillan 
books—one or a hundred—directly | 
from us or from a bookseller who 


will, in turn, order from us. 





The 


Macmillan Company 
Ross Avenue and Akard St. 
DALLAS |, TEXAS 



































